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Quality of higher education takes a hit: Ex-chief of 11Sc

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mangaluru/Quality-of-higher-education-takes-a-hit-Ex-chief-of-
[ISc/articleshow/47717909.cms

MANGALURU: The quality of higher education in the state has been severely compromised, said Goverdhan Mehta,
former director of 11Sc, Bengaluru, at Mangalore University's 33rd annual convocation that was held at
Mangalagangothri campus on Wednesday.

Shedding light on the current plight of higher education institutions in the state, he said: "Endemic shortage of faculty
and learning resources, mindless proliferation of courses, dwindling infrastructure, inadequate budgetary support,
indifferent leadership and governance deficit have had crippling effect on quality education."

"Endemic shortage of faculty and learning resources, mindless proliferation of courses, dwindling infrastructure,
inadequate budgetary support, indifferent leadership and governance deficit have had crippling effect on quality
education," he said.

Making an additional submission to governor Vajubhai Rudabhai Vala, also the chancellor of Mangalore University,
Mehta recalled the previous one made earlier about the need to safeguard the autonomy of universities and protect them
from any political and bureaucratic meddling.

Reiterating the repeated mention in various fora that only less than 20% of tech graduates are employable, Mehta said that
the statement is not without substance.

"If not remedied, this quality deficit may have serious socio-economic consequences and compromise the lives and
aspirations of the young generation,” he warned, adding that there are templates available to enhance and maintain the
guality in higher education. It may be reca lled that the state government had its run-in with the governor over
appointments of vice-chancellors of various state universities and this had caused consternation among academic circles in
the state.

Later, engaging the other stakeholders, namely the students and the teachers, Mehta - who is the national research
professor, School of Chemistry, University of Hyderabad - reminded students to appreciate the diversity, colours and
flavours of India.

Reminding Gen Y that India panaroma of lights and shadows is unique and paradoxical and reflects its formidable
strengths as well as a soft, vulnerable underbelly, Mehta exhorted the generation to resolve this paradox. He said that
India is a canvas of many opportunities.

He said: "We are entering an era where good is not good enough, only better than the best will make the grade. Therefore,
as you gaze at the limitless horizon of opportunities, dare to aim for the impossible."

Stressing the need for students to be creators, entrepreneurs and innovators, he cited the example of 13-year-old Shubham
Banerjee of Indian origin who invented world's cheapest, affordable Braille printer.

He urged students to become innovators and provide solutions to problems that are mega, simple or complex, local or
global. Citing the Swachch Bharat movement, he said that the mission to clean Ganga offer the much-needed opportunity
for fresh, young minds to innovate.

Varsities as knowledge aggregators Training his thoughts on restoration of primacy of research in educational institutions,
Mehta said it is important for universities to position themselves not only as consumers, disseminators and generators of
knowledge, but also as aggregators of knowledge to build intellectual capital and global leadership in the knowledge-
driven era.

He reminded the faculty that research is an elixir that fuels creativity and instincts and enriches the intellectual life.
Mangalore University vice-chancellor K Byrappa presented a report on the university's achievements.
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1T Director on promoting Research and Innovation — MyGov
Chat

http://www.niticentral.com/2015/06/18/iit-director-on-promoting-research-and-innovation-mygov-chat-
318628.html

In a bid to realize a successful consultation process to form the new education policy, the Ministry of Human
Resources has been using MyGov as a crowdsourcing platform.

Livechat is an online live discussion platform on MyGov initiated by the MHRD, where education experts and
academicians discuss and answer people’s various concerns regarding new education policy.

In a series of the online chats which we have been covering, today Director of IIT Kharagpur Professor Partha P
Chakrabarti discussed promoting research and innovation.

Arguing that our research should bear international comparison in terms of standards of attainment, Professor
Chakrabarti touched upon various other aspects.

On Promoting research and innovation:

Self-reflection by academicians and to look back and find out what are the salient features that need to be
addressed. In the spirit of India, we should have a realistic image of what we are. It is important to be critical
about one’s own self.

On knowledge and research:

Knowledge has dramatically grown rather grown explosively in recent times. It has doubled 1950 onwards.
With the huge growth in knowledge, education has transformed dramatically in the last 20-30 years . Today we
have a very large disciplines each requires ages to study, where people are becoming super specialists, the
current generation is losing out on the importance of interrelationships.

90% of research is affecting miniscule number of people. It is not proved to be fruitful. We need to know
interdisciplinary things and also be able to learn quickly across multiple barriers.

On Fun laws as he calls them (which can be satirical and critical):

Course curricula- colleges look up the course content of foreign institutions and cramp up their own curricula.
Course volume is inversely proportional to quality of teaching.

The advent of the internet has changed the way of obtaining information, rather than relying on teachers notes,
which are dilapidated and torn.

Laboratories are the heart of learning but recently students get perfect results. This can only mean that
instruments don’t work as there is no perfection in the lab. The spirit of enquiry lessens, and they learn jargon

without enrichment of knowledge.

On higher education:


http://www.niticentral.com/2015/06/18/iit-director-on-promoting-research-and-innovation-mygov-chat-318628.html
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Everything should not be focused on premiere institutions, we should put higher education everywhere in the
country. Vision is important. We need to enrich and garner premiere institutes all over India. Also invest
heavily on foraying higher education.

The 11T Director also highlighted the several steps that the government can take to encourage research and
innovations in the universities.

Sustained growth of education and research in science and technology is crucial for development of the nation.
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CNR Rao gets Japan's highest civilian award

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/CNR-Rao-gets-Japans-highest-civilian-award/articleshow/47736301.cms

NEW DELHI: Eminent scientist and recipient of Bharat Ratna CNR Rao was on Friday conferred Japan's highest civilian
award for promoting academic interchange and mutual understanding in science and technology between the two
countries.

He was presented with the 'Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star' and certificate by Japanese ambassador to
India Takeshi Yagi in the presence of senior officials of the Department of Science and Technology, which Rao has helped

shape up over the years.

READ ALSO: Do something different, CNR Rao tells students

File: Who is CNR Rao?
"I believe the future of India and Japan are connected together. India has to realize Japan as its greatest strength in Asia
and Japan has to realize India is its greatest friends. The future of Asia depends on these two countries working

together," Rao said after being bestowed with the honour.

He said both the countries should help each other emerge as great nations and appealed the younger generations both
in India and Japan to know more about each other and work together in realizing their potentials.

"The scientific work Japan is doing is outstanding. | owe a lot to Japan. Its a great honour received from a great country. |
am an admirer of Japan from my childhood and have seen the country grow after the second world war", he said.

Sir Paul Nurse (R), president of the Royal Society with scientist and Bharataratna C N R Rao, during the inauguration of
the Commonwealth Science Conference in Bengaluru in November 2014. TOI photo by Chethan Shivakumar)

The highest civilian award of Japan is conferred on academicians, politicians and military officers.

Rao had been bestowed with about 70 honorary doctorates and is the 'Linus Pauling Research Professor' and honorary
president of the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bangalore.

He is the only Indian to be elected as a foreign member of the Japan Academy.

He is also credit for shaping several premier technical institutes in the country such as lIT Kanpur and has authored over
1000 research papers and 36 books.

Secretary of the Department of Science and Technology Shailesh Nayak said the award is not only an honour for Rao but
also an honour to the entire scientific community in India.

Rao, he said, continues to inspire thousands of scientific minds in the country and still as the same curiosity, he said.
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Indian origin scientist to get Russia's highest tech award
http://www.thestatesman.com/news/science-and-tech/indian-origin-scientist-to-get-russia-s-highest-tech-
award/70242.html

B. Jayant Baliga, a US-based Indian-origin scientist, is being awarded Russia's top technology award in
recognition of his work in energy management which brought about huge increase in efficiency and major
savings.

The award will be presented to Professor Baliga and Shuji Nakamura on Friday by Russian President Vladimir
Putin at a ceremony here.

Nakamura, a Nobel Laureate, is being recognised for his work on blue light emitting diodes (LEDs). In Russia,
the Global Energy Prize is known as the electronics equivalent of the Nobel Prize.

Professor Baliga invented the digital switch or the insulated gate bipolar transistor (IGBT) while working at
General Electrical research & development centre in New York state in the US in 1983. The IGBT switches
energy hundreds of thousands of times a second, raising the efficiency of any equipment manifold.

"Every equipment from your refrigerator to lights to motor vehicles has the need to use energy efficiently. If
you take away the IGBT today, almost everything will come to a standstill,” Baliga told a visiting IANS
correspondent on the eve of receiving the award.

Scientific American magazine called him among the 'eight heroes of the semiconductor revolution’, and
President Barack Obama awarded him the highest American technology prize last year and he is the 2014
recipient of the IEEE Medal of Honour, a rare distinction.

Professor Baliga, who now teaches to the North Carolina university as 'distinguished university professor’, said
that the IGBT that his invention combines two streams of electronics and electrical engineering and has possibly
saved the world around $24 trillion dollars by raising efficiency, according to one detailed calculation.

"I got zero out of it. But then | did it all for humanity."

Of course, says Prof Baliga, that he did make some money when he started three companies, but these were
financed by venture capitalists who exited with enormous profits at the right time.

He says every motor today is at least 40 percent more efficient, the light bulb like the CFL better by almost 75
percent and a motor vehicle saves over 10 percent fuel because of his invention. He has written 19 books and
over 500 papers in peer-reviewed journals.

Baliga passed out of II'T Madras before going to the US for his MS and PhD after electrical engineering after
which he joined GE where he spent over 15 years.

After his 'switch' was invented, several of his colleagues told him that it would not work, and many scientists
said he would fall "flat on his face". But he said it stood the test of time.

The chairman of GE at that time, Jack Welch flew down especially to meet him when he heard what it could do.
GE used the switch in the several of the equipments it sold, including medical devices.

A US citizen since 2000, he now has very little connection with India and does not travel to his home country
much, especially after his parents and parents of his wife passed away. But, says Prof Baliga, an invention like
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his is unlikely in India, because it needs huge research infrastructure to be in place from universities to
industries.

He feels, that India has a potential which has not been fully used, although in software "it has made great
strides".

Could a Nobel be on its way in the future? "I used to say no way," but with so many recognitions and this
"global prize where | am being feted with a Nobel Laureate, who knows", he says. His regret though is that
India does not know much about him.

"Top scientists that | meet always ask me, why has India not recognised your achievement?" And with

characteristic modesty, Baliga told IANS, "I tell them that perhaps my country does not know about what | did."

Read more at http://www.thestatesman.com/news/science-and-tech/indian-origin-scientist-to-get-russia-s-
highest-tech-award/70242.html#bRr1P3vhgh8HwO0k3.99
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UGC asks varsities to undertake cleanliness drive
Hindustan Times (Lucknow)

The University Grants Commission (UGC) on Friday requested all universities and affiliated colleges to participate in a
cleanliness drive starting June 22. This is part of the Swachh Bharat campaign. “The government has decided that a
week-long cleanliness drive should be held from June 22-26 in all universities and affiliated colleges. Activities as
mentioned must be undertaken with vigour during this week,” UGC secretary Jaspal S Sandhu said. The activities include
upkeep and cleaning of offices, toilets, stairs and lifts along with areas outside the office, pathways and parking lots.
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